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It is a tragedy that generally speaking our girls are
not taught the duties of motherhood. But if married life is
a religious duty, motherhood must be too. To be an ideal
mother is no easy task. The procreation of children has
to be undertaken with a full sense of responsibility. The
mother should know what is her duty from the moment
she conceives right up to the time the child is born. And
she who gives intelligent, healthy and well-brought-up
children to the country is surely rendering a service. When
the latter grow up they too will be ready to serve. The
truth of the matter is that those who are filled with a
living spirit of service will always serve whatever their
position in life. They will never adopt a way of life which
will interfere with service.

Sevagram, 3-3-'42

Harijan, 22-3-'42
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JAMNALALJI AND WOMEN
[An address at the Mahila Ashram, Wardha]
Members of the Mahila Ashram, in particular, owed a
deep debt of gratitude to him. How were they going to
repay it ? There must be no idle tears. The best memorial
to him was service. The soul does not die. It is the body
alone that perishes. But not everyone lives for ever in the
hearts of men as Jamnalalji will. The Mahila Ashram
students and staff must pull their full weight in making
Wardha an ideal town. Clean it, remove illiteracy, spread
the gospel of khadi, remove untouchability, and serve the
women. Then all of you can become members of the Go-
seva Sangh and help in enlisting members too. The pledge
is not a rigid one, and if you love the cow, you will willingly
sign it. Last but not the least there is Urdu. Each one of
you should begin to study the Urdu script. Only those who
know both Hindi and Urdu will be able in due course to